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SMALL CLAIMS CASE 
Please make sure to read all the information provided.  If you still have questions that are not 
procedural, then utilize legal resources (some enclosed) or a lawyer. The clerks are not 
allowed to give legal advice.  This is for your protection as well as our own.  The enclosed 
information does not replace consultation or assistance from an attorney and is not advice 
from our court/clerks. 

At minimum, you must provide the following to the court with your completed paperwork to 
start the filing of your paperwork/case:  

1. $51.00 filing fee payable to JP #1.  Our court only accepts Cashier Check, Money Order 
or Company Check IF the plaintiff is the company or a part of the suit. 

2. $75.00 citation fee payable to Constable or Sheriff assigned to the address/precinct of 
the Defendant.  If this is outside of Bastrop County, then it is the Plaintiff’s 
responsibility to provide the name and address of where the Court will forward the fee 
and citation to for processing.  This fee is for EACH citation/defendant to be served 
listed on the petition.  It is the Plaintiff’s responsibility to ensure that the Small Claim 
case is being filed in the correct precinct/county. 

Post Judgment Fees (see enclosed information about post-judgment actions): 

• Writ (Execution or Garnishment) filing fee $5.00 payable to JP #1. 
• Abstract of Judgement fee $5.00 payable to JP #1. 
• Writ of Execution fee $250.00 payable to appropriate Constable or Sheriff. 
• Writ of Garnishment fee $250.00 payable to appropriate Constable or Sheriff. 

 

 

 

http://www.co.bastrop.tx.us/


 

Self-Help Legal Information Packet: 
Filing a Small Claims Case 

***updated by BCJP1*** 

 

 

 

 

Self-Help Legal Information Packets are provided for the benefit of justice courts and individuals 
seeking access to justice through the court system. They do not constitute legal advice, and the court 
is not responsible for the accuracy of the information contained in the packet. 

 

© Texas Justice Court Training Center 2019. TJCTC is a division of Texas State University, 
and an Educational Endeavor of the Justices of the Peace and Constables Association, 
funded through a grant from the Court of Criminal Appeals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What is a Small Claims Case?  When a person or company feels like someone else owes them money or 
has personal property that belongs to them, they can come to justice court and file a lawsuit called a 
small claims case. The person or company who files the case is called the plaintiff and the person or 
company they file the case against is called the defendant.  
 

What Can I File a Small Claims Case For?  You can file a small claims case if you have a claim that is within 
the justice court’s jurisdiction, meaning the type of cases that court can hear. The four most common 
reasons that plaintiffs file small claims cases are: 

1) The defendant made a promise and then didn’t honor the promise, which caused the plaintiff to 
lose money (breach of contract); 

2) The defendant owes money to the plaintiff and will not pay;  
3) The defendant did something that caused damage to the plaintiff’s property or caused injury to 

the plaintiff; or 
4) The defendant is in possession of personal property that belongs to the plaintiff. 

 

What Can I Not File a Small Claims Case For?  You cannot file a small claims case if: 

1) The amount of money you are trying to recover is more than $20,000,*** 
2) You are trying to recover a piece of personal property that is worth more than $20,000*** (a 

hearing may be necessary after you file a case for the judge to determine if the property is worth 
more than $20,000***), 

3) You are trying to recover or obtain title to real property (land), or 
4) You are suing for defamation, libel, or slander (things the defendant has said or published about 

you that you believe to be false and harmful). 

You also cannot get an order from a justice court to make a party do something or stop doing something. 
For example, you could not get an order from the justice court to make the defendant perform services 
that you paid for but didn’t receive, stop posting things about you on Facebook, or cut down a tree that 
is hanging over your property. 
 

Who Do I File a Small Claims Case Against?  You must file the case against the person or company that is 
responsible for your damages (lost money) or that has your personal property. If you are suing a business 
that is not a corporation, you should check with the county clerk to see who the owners or partners of 
the business are. If the business is a corporation, you will need the name of the registered agent, 
president, or vice-president of the corporation.  

To determine the legal nature of a business, you may: 

1) Go to the Assumed Names Records maintained by the County Clerk 
2) Contact the Corporation Division of the Office of the Secretary of State at 512-463-5555, or go to 

their web page at http://www.sos.state.tx.us/help.shtml, to find information and assistance, or  
3) Contact the Office of the State Comptroller at 1-800-252-1386. 

 

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/help.shtml


When Can I File a Small Claims Case?  You can only file your claim for a certain amount of time after the 
incident occurs. This is called the statute of limitations. In a breach of contract case, the time period is four 
years, unless the contract gives a different time period. In most other cases, the time period is two years. 

If you file a case where the statute of limitations has run out, you will lose the case. If you are unsure if 
the statute of limitations has run out in your case, you may wish to consult an attorney. 

 

Where Do I File a Small Claims Case?  Small claims cases are filed in a justice court and the case will be 
heard in front of the justice of the peace. You can technically file the small claims case in any justice court 
in Texas. However, if you file in the wrong venue (location), the defendant can have the case moved to 
the right location. If that happens, you may have to pay the filing fees again, so it is a good idea to file the 
case in the right venue to start with. 

So, what is the right venue? Generally, a case can be filed: 

1) In the precinct and county where the defendant lives, 
2) In the precinct and county where the contract was going to be performed, if it is a contract case, 
3) In the precinct and county where the damage to property or injury to the plaintiff occurred, or 
4) In the precinct and county where the personal property the plaintiff is suing for is located. 
 

How Do I File a Small Claims Case?  The first step in filing a case (unless you are suing a doctor for medical 
malpractice, in which case you should consult with an attorney) is to file a petition, which is a form that 
says who you are suing, why you are suing them, how much you are suing them for, and provides contact 
information. The court will likely have petition forms for you to use. 

When you file the petition, you will have to pay a filing fee. Also, the petition and citation (the notice 
from the court to the defendant that they have been sued) must be served on (delivered to) the 
defendant. This can be done in person or by certified mail or registered mail, and if it is done by mail 
there must be a return receipt requested, with restricted delivery.  

IMPORTANT - You are not allowed to serve the paperwork yourself! You can either hire a private 
process server to serve the paperwork, or pay for the constable, sheriff, or clerk of the court to serve 
the paperwork. The fee for this service varies from county to county, see the court for details. 

If you win your case, you will be awarded the fees that you had to pay, in addition to any other money 
you are entitled to recover. 

What if I Can’t Afford to File a Case?  Courts must not deny you access to justice simply because you cannot 
afford filing fees or service fees. If you are unable to pay those fees, fill out a Statement of Inability to 
Afford Payment of Court Costs form – the court must provide this form to you.  You must swear to the 
information that you provide on this form and can face legal consequences if you do not fill it out to the 
best of your ability. Fill out the form completely and truthfully! 
 

Do I Need a Lawyer to File a Case?  While you are allowed to have a lawyer in a small claims case, the rules 
and procedures are designed to be simple and straightforward, allowing people to seek justice without 
needing to hire a lawyer.   If you do not have a lawyer, the judge may allow you to be assisted in court by 
a family member or other person who is not being paid to assist you. This person can help you understand 
the proceedings and advise you, though that person cannot speak for you in court. 



The court is required to make the Rules of Civil Procedure available to you at no cost. Rules 500-507 are 
the rules that specifically apply to small claims cases.  The court is not allowed to give you advice on 
whether you will win a case or not, whether you should file a case, who you should file a case against, or 
what steps you should take to win your case or collect your judgment.  

Questions the court can answer for you are questions like “What do I need to do to have a jury trial?” or 
“How many days do I have to file an appeal?” 

Questions the court cannot answer for you are questions like “Can I sue someone for this?” or “Who 
should I sue?” or “Is it a good idea to get a jury for this case?” or “Am I going to win?” 

If, after reviewing these materials and the rules for small claims cases, you still are not sure what to do, 
it may be best to consult an attorney. 
 

What Happens After I File a Small Claims Case?  IMPORTANT - Make sure to keep your address updated 
with the court and the other party so that you will receive any paperwork or notices sent to you. 

The court will generate the citation, which tells the defendant that they are being sued. The citation then 
must be served on the defendant. You can either pay the service fee for the constable or sheriff to serve 
the citation (or submit a Statement of Inability showing you cannot afford the fee) or hire a private process 
server to serve it on the defendant.  Once the defendant is served with the citation, they have 14 days to 
file an answer, which is their response to your lawsuit. They are required to send you a copy of their 
answer. If the defendant does answer, the court will set your case either for trial or for a pre-trial hearing.  

At a pre-trial hearing, you can discuss any issues such as the need for an interpreter, or for the court to 
subpoena a witness (order them to come to trial to testify).  

What if the Defendant Doesn’t Answer?  If the defendant doesn’t file an answer within the 14 day period, 
you can ask the court for a default judgment hearing, where you can prove to the court that you are 
entitled to money or personal property and be awarded a judgment.  To get a default judgment, you will 
also need to provide the last known address of the defendant to the court in writing, as well as an affidavit 
(document signed in front of the clerk or a notary, that you swear to be true) stating either: 

1) the defendant is on active duty in the U.S. military, 
2) the defendant is not on active duty in the U.S. military, or 
3) that you do not know if the defendant is on active duty in the U.S. military. 

This affidavit must also state in writing how you know whether the defendant is on active duty in the U.S. 
military or why you are unable to determine the defendant’s military status.   You can verify military 
service at https://scra.dmdc.osd.mil/. 
 

What is Discovery?  Discovery is the exchange of information between people or companies involved in a 
lawsuit before the case goes to trial. For information about discovery after a judgment, please see the 
section on “What if I Win My Small Claims Case?” Discovery must be approved by the judge before the 
other party has to provide any information or answer any questions.  

If you have discovery questions that you want the defendant to answer, submit them to the court with a 
request for discovery. Requesting the court to do something is called a motion, so you would be making 
a “motion for discovery.” 

https://scra.dmdc.osd.mil/


The judge will only approve “reasonable and necessary” discovery, so if you have discovery requests, make 
sure they actually relate to the case. For example, asking for copies of emails that the defendant sent to 
a subcontractor about the deck work they did for you is likely reasonable, and asking for a copy of all 
emails from the defendant over the last three years is likely not.  If you receive a discovery request that 
has been approved by the judge, you must respond with the requested information or you can file an 
objection with the court. If you object, the court will hold a hearing to decide if you have to provide the 
information. Do not just ignore a discovery request, you could face penalties from the judge, possibly 
including dismissal of your case! 

 

How Do I Send Paperwork to the Defendant?  Any paperwork such as motions, requests for a hearing, 
appeals, etc., must be sent to the defendant as well as to the court. You can send those papers to the 
defendant by:  

1) delivering it to them in person, 
2) mailing it to them using certified or registered mail,  
3) using a delivery service such as FedEx or UPS,  
4) faxing it to them, or  
5) sending it by email if the defendant provided their email address for document delivery and 

agreed to email service in writing. 

On the copy you give to the court, you must write down how and when the paperwork was delivered to 
the defendant. 

What if We Reach an Agreement?  If the case goes to trial, usually there will be a “winner” and a “loser,” 
resulting in someone being happy and someone being unhappy. To reduce that risk, parties will often 
come to a settlement, or an agreement on how to resolve the case. If you come to a settlement 
agreement, the court can enter a judgment reflecting how much money is awarded. However, the court 
cannot put specific orders in the judgment, such as payment plans or deadlines. If you wish to have those 
in your settlement agreement, you would need to create a written contract, signed by both parties. If the 
defendant does not honor that written agreement, you could file a new lawsuit for breach of contract. 
 

Can I Have a Jury Trial?  Yes. Either side in a small claims case may request a jury trial. You must make a 
request in writing to the court at least 14 days before the date set for trial and pay a jury fee of $22.  If no 
one requests a jury, the trial will be heard by only the judge, which is called a bench trial. 
 

What if I Need More Time for Trial?  The court will send you a trial notice at least 45 days before the trial 
date. If you need more time or you have a conflict with that date, you can file a motion (request) for 
postponement, also called a continuance. You should explain in writing why you need the postponement. 
Do not just decide not to show up on your trial date! That will probably result in your case being dismissed. 

What Happens at the Trial?  Be sure to bring all of your witnesses and documents with you on your trial 
date! If the trial is a jury trial, the first step will be jury selection, which is formally called voir dire.  

Next, you will be able to give an opening statement if you wish, where you explain to the judge and jury 
what the case is about. 



After that, you will call any witnesses you have, and ask them questions so they can testify, or tell their 
story, to the judge or jury. The defendant will also be able to ask your witnesses questions. You can also 
testify yourself and show any evidence you may have (such as documents, contracts, cancelled checks, 
receipts, etc.).  

Next, the defendant can present any evidence and call any witnesses that they may have. You get to ask 
questions of any witnesses they call, which is called cross-examination. You may ask the witnesses 
questions that relate to the facts of the case, but must remain calm, polite, and respectful of the court 
process, even if you disagree with what the witness says. 

Finally, each side can make a final statement, called a closing argument, where you explain why you think 
you should win. 

After that, the decision will be made by the jury if there is one, or by the judge if there is no jury. The 
decision will be announced in open court, and a written judgment will be made available. 
 

What Happens if I Lose My Small Claims Case?  If the judgment is in favor of the defendant, you can file a 
motion for new trial within 14 days of the judgment. That means that you want a “do over” in the same 
justice court. You would need to show that justice wasn’t done in the original case. If you file a motion for 
new trial, you must send it to the defendant within one day of filing it with the court. 

Another option is to file an appeal, which is a request for the county court to hear your case. You can file 
an appeal within 21 days of the judgment, or if you filed a motion for new trial that was denied, you can 
appeal within 21 days of that denial.  

If you properly file an appeal, the county court will hear the case over from scratch (de novo) and the 
judgment of the justice court will go away. There will be a new judgment from the county court based on 
the evidence presented there. 

To appeal, you will have to file either: 

1) An appeal bond (promise from another person, called a surety, to pay the bond amount to the 
defendant if you don’t pursue the appeal) in the amount of $500; 

2) A cash deposit of $500, which may be awarded to the defendant if you don’t pursue the 
appeal; or 

3) A Statement of Inability to Afford Payment of Court Costs if you cannot afford an appeal bond 
or cash deposit. 

If you appeal with an appeal bond or a cash deposit, you must send notice of the appeal to the defendant 
within seven days.  Once your appeal is filed with the county court, you will be required to pay the filing 
fee for the county court or file a Statement of Inability to Afford Payment of Court Costs. 
 

What Happens if I Win My Small Claims Case?  If the judgment is in your favor, you will almost surely not 
walk out of court with a check in the full amount of the judgment. The defendant might file a motion for 
new trial or an appeal. If they don’t, it is your responsibility, not the court’s, to pursue enforcement of the 
civil judgment. Below is a brief description of some of the tools that you can use to enforce a judgment.  

WARNING: Not all of these tools may be useful in any given situation. If you are unsure which of these to 
use, you may wish to consult with an attorney.  



Post-Judgment Discovery: You can send questions to the defendant that they must answer describing what 
assets they may have that could be used to satisfy a judgment. The defendant gets at least 30 days to 
respond to these discovery requests. It is not required to get the judge’s approval for post-judgment 
discovery. 

Abstract of Judgment: If the defendant owns real property (land), you can get an abstract of judgment 
from the court that issued the judgment and file it with the county clerk in the county or counties where 
the defendant owns the property. This puts a lien on the property in your name, which means if they sell 
the property, you could receive some of the proceeds to satisfy the judgment. 

Writ of Execution: This is an order for the constable to go out and seize the defendant’s personal property 
and sell it to satisfy the judgment. IMPORTANT – many items of personal property are exempt, meaning it 
is not legal for the constable to seize them and sell them.   To get a writ of execution, you file an application 
with the court that issued the judgment, at least 30 days after judgment. 

Writ of Garnishment: This is used when another person or company has money or property that belongs 
to the defendant, and they are ordered to give it to you to satisfy the judgment. Almost always this is used 
to take money from a bank account held by the defendant.  To get a writ of garnishment, you file an 
application including an affidavit (sworn statement) explaining why you are entitled to the garnishment 
with the court that issued the judgment.  IMPORTANT – if the person or company has no money or 
property belonging to the defendant, you may be responsible for paying attorney fees related to their 
response. Be very sure that a writ of garnishment is the best option before getting one. 
 

RESOURCES AND LEGAL AID INFORMATION  

***Additional legal aid information is listed at the end of this packet*** 

• Texas Lawyer Referral Service - (800) 252-9690 
• To check military status – https://scra.dmdc.osd.mil/ 
• Texas Justice Court Training Center information for self-represented litigants – 

www.tjctc.org/SRL  
• Office of Court Administration Self-Represented Litigant Site:  

www.txcourts.gov/programs-services/self-help/self-represented-litigants/ 
• State Bar of Texas Information, including Legal Information and Low or No-Cost Legal 

Assistance: www.texasbar.com, and then click on “For The Public.” 
• Forms and Information, including for other types of cases – www.texaslawhelp.org  

• VetLex     https://vetlex.org      Website offering resources to help veterans find pro bono legal 
assistance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://scra.dmdc.osd.mil/
http://www.tjctc.org/SRL
http://www.txcourts.gov/programs-services/self-help/self-represented-litigants/
http://www.texasbar.com/
http://www.texaslawhelp.org/
https://vetlex.org/


 

 

CAUSE NO. ____________________ 
 
_____________________________  §    IN THE JUSTICE COURT 
PLAINTIFF § 
 § 
v. §   PRECINCT NO.  ONE 
 § 
______________________________ § 
DEFENDANT §      BASTROP COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
PETITION: SMALL CLAIMS CASE 

 
Defendant(s) address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

          ____________________________________________________________________________   

          
COMPLAINT:  The basis for the claim which entitles Plaintiff to seek relief against Defendant is: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 
RELIEF:  Plaintiff seeks: ⧠ damages in the amount of $____________, ⧠ return of personal property 
as described as follows (be specific): ________________________________________________, which has a 
value of $________________.  Additionally, Plaintiff seeks the following: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SERVICE OF CITATION:  Service is requested on Defendant(s) by: ⧠ personal service at home 
or work, ⧠ registered mail, ⧠ certified mail, return receipt requested.  If required, Plaintiff 
requests alternative service as allowed by the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. Other addresses 



where Defendant(s) may be served are: ________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
⧠ I hereby request a jury trial. The fee is $22 and must be paid at least 14 days before trial. 
 
⧠ I hereby consent for the answer and any other motions or pleadings to be sent to my email 
address as follows: ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
__________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 
Plaintiff’s Printed Name                 Signature of Plaintiff     
       or Plaintiff’s Attorney 
 
Defendant’s Information (if known):              _______________________________________________ 
Date of birth: __________________________________ Address of Plaintiff  
Last three digits of Driver License:__________ or Plaintiff’s Attorney 
Last three digits of Soc. Sec. No.:_____________ _______________________________________________ 
Phone No.:_____________________________________        City        State             Zip     
  
       _______________________________________________ 
       Phone & Fax No. of Plaintiff   
       or Plaintiff’s Attorney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CAUSE NO. ____________________ 

_____________________________  §    IN THE JUSTICE COURT 

PLAINTIFF § 

v. §   PRECINCT NO.  ONE 

______________________________ § 

DEFENDANT §      BASTROP COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

Certificate of Last Known Mailing Address 

1. Plaintiff name and address is: 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

First Middle Last 

_______________________________________________________________________________. 
Mailing address of Plaintiff 

 

2. Agent or Attorney of Plaintiff name and address is: 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

First Middle Last 

_______________________________________________________________________________. 
Mailing address for Agent or Attorney for Plaintiff 

 
3. The Respondent’s (Defendant’s) name is:  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
First Middle Last 

 

4. I certify that the last known mailing address I have for the Respondent (Defendant) is: 
 

 

Address City State Zip 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Your Signature Date 
   ( )  

Your Printed Name Phone 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Instructions: The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act applies to a civil proceeding in the Justice Courts. Before entering a default judgment  against 
an individual defendant, the plaintiff must file with the court an affidavit stating whether or not the defendant is in the military service, showing 
necessary facts to support the affidavit, or stating that the plaintiff is unable to determine whether or not the defendant is in military service, if that 
is the case. The requirement for an affidavit may be satisfied by a written, signed document declared to be true under penalty of perjury. If it appears 
that the defendant is in military service, the court may not enter a judgment until after the court appoints an attorney to represent the defendant. If 
the court is unable to determine if the defendant is in military service, the court may require plaintiff to file a bond in an amount approved by the 
court.  A person who makes or uses an affidavit under this Act knowing it to be false, may be fined or imprisoned or both.  50 U.S.C. App. 501 et 
seq. To obtain certificates of service or non-service under the Servicemembers' Civil Relief Act, you may access the public website: 
https://scra.dmdc.osd.mil/scra/#/home. This website will provide the current active military status of an individual. 
 

CAUSE NO. ____________________ 

_____________________________  §    IN THE JUSTICE COURT 

PLAINTIFF § 

v. §   PRECINCT NO.  ONE 

______________________________ § 

DEFENDANT §      BASTROP COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

Military Service Affidavit 

BEFORE ME, on this day personally appeared,  , 
who, under penalty of perjury, stated that the following facts are true: 
I am the   Plaintiff  attorney of record for the Plaintiff in this proceeding. 

 
   , Defendant, is not in military service. 

 
   , Defendant, is in military service. 

 
I know this because    

 
  
 I am unable to determine whether or not the Defendant is in military service. 

 
Signed on       

Signature 
Printed Name:    
Address:    
___________________________________________ 
Telephone:__________________________________ 

THE STATE OF TEXAS      § 

COUNTY OF ____________§ 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME on  

  
 
 

 NOTARY PUBLIC, State of Texas 
 

 



 

LEGAL RESOURCES / LEGAL AID RESOURCES 
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc.  800-369-9270 (San Antonio)  888-988-9996 (Main Office) www.trla.org 

Provides free legal services to low-income residents in 68 south, central, and west counties in Texas; 
provides free legal services to survivors of sexual assault in 114 counties in north and west Texas; 
represents migrant and seasonal farm workers in 7 states; operates public defender programs in several 
Southwest Texas counties (court-appointed only); for assistance in civil cases, call Monday through 
Thursday 8am-8pm; Friday 8am-6pm. Legal services hotline: 888-988-9996. Disaster-Related Hotline: 
866-757-1570. Legal Aid for Survivors of Sexual Assault (LASSA) Hotline: 800-991-5153. 

Capital Area Aids Legal Project (CAALP) 512-406-6173 (Main Office) www.asaustin.org 

The Capital Area AIDS Legal Project is a collaboration between Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas 
and AIDS Services of Austin. The project provides legal assistance to low income individuals affected by 
HIV/AIDS on most civil legal issues including but not limited to family law, public benefits, 
landlord/tenant issues, consumer law, and estate planning. A legal clinic is held at noon on the first or 
second Tuesday of the month, check www.asaustin.org/caalp for details. 

ONLINE SELF-HELP RESOURCES 
www.TexasLegalAnswers.org 
Free online legal advice clinic offering answers by volunteer attorneys to civil legal questions. 
Low income Texans can post any non-criminal legal question securely at 
TexasLegalAnswers.org, from any computer or smart device. Users must meet low income 
eligibility requirements. 

TexasLawHelp.org 
Website offering free, reliable civil legal information and documents (not legal assistance) to 
Texans who cannot afford legal help; a LiveChat operator is available Monday – Thursday, 9:00 
AM-5:00 PM, to help eligible clients navigate the website. 

Lawyer Referral Service of Central Texas 
512-472-8303        Hours: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, M-F            Offers limited scope referrals in 
family law matters for clients able to represent themselves (pro se) and reduced-fee legal 
services for qualified clients under the Modest Means Program (previously known as Match 
Program). 
 

Consejos Legales 
713-759-1133 (Main Office) www.hba.org/event/consejos-legales            
The Mexican American Bar Association of Houston (MABAH) and the Hispanic Bar Association 
of Houston (HisBA), in association with the Houston Bar  Association (HBA), offer a free, 
anonymous telephone legal advice service to the Spanish-speaking community through 
Consejos Legales. The first Thursday of each month from 6 PM to 8 PM. The number is 713-
759-1133. 

http://www.texaslegalanswers.org/
http://www.hba.org/event/consejos-legales


 
 
 

LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICES 
(FULL FEE AND REDUCED FEE) 

 

Lawyer referral services enroll licensed attorneys who pay the necessary registration fee and 
meet basic guidelines. Callers referred to a participating attorney by a lawyer referral service 
receive a half-hour consultation for no more than $20. After the initial half-hour consultation, 
should the caller decide to authorize the lawyer to take action on their legal issue, the caller 
and lawyer may negotiate fees. These fees may be on a full or reduced fee basis, depending 
on the program the attorney is participating in. 

Below is a list of the certified lawyer referral services in Texas. The State Bar of Texas 
operates the lawyer referral service for the areas of the state not covered by a local lawyer 
referral service. 

State Bar of Texas Lawyer Referral Information Service .............................................. 800-252-9690 
Serving all counties except except Bexar, Dallas, El Paso, Harris, Jefferson, Nueces, Tarrant, and 
Travis. 

  CERTIFIED LOCAL LAWYER REFERRAL 
SERVICES  

Austin Tenants’ Council ............................................................................................................. 512-474-1961 

Corpus Christi Bar Association .................................................................................................. 361-883-3971 

Dallas Bar Association ............................................................................................................... 214-220-7444 

El Paso Bar Association ............................................................................................................. 915-532-7052 

Harris County Bar Association ................................................................................................... 713-236-8000 

Harris County Criminal Lawyers Association Lawyer Referral Service ..................... 713-227-2404 

Houston Lawyer Referral Service*............................................................................713 237-9429 or 800-289-
4577 

*Also offers reduced fee attorneys for income-eligible individuals 

Jefferson County Bar Association .............................................................................................. 409-835-8438 

Lawyer Referral Service of Central Texas*...............................................................512 472-8303 or 866-303-
8303 

*Modest Means Program (previously known as Match) - reduced fee legal services 
for family law and estate planning cases; applicants should ask for “Modest 
Means” Program by name 

North Dallas Bar Association ..................................................................................................... 972-980-0472 



Plano Bar Association ................................................................................................................ 972-424-6113 

San Antonio Bar Association ..................................................................................................... 210-227-1853 

Tarrant County Bar Association ................................................................................................. 817-336-4101 

Texas Lawyer Referral Service ................................................................................................... 888-635-6060 
 

State Bar of Texas, Find a Lawyer                            www.texasbar.com/findalawyer 
Fee-paying clients may use the Find a Lawyer service to connect with attorneys. The service 
offers clients the option to filter results by fee options, including reduced fee arrangements 
and payment plans. The full list of options include: Contingency Fees: The attorney’s fee is 
based on a percentage of the amount awarded in judgment or negotiated in the settlement 
of the case. 

Flat Fees: The attorney charges a specified sum for handling the entire case or 
matter or for completion of a certain task associated with the case or matter (e.g. 
review of a contract, court appearance, etc.). 
Hourly Rate: The attorney charges a per-hour rate and usually tracks his or her time 
in fractions of an hour (often 10ths of an hour/6 minute increments). 
Payment Plans: The attorney’s fee may be paid in installments instead of all at once. 
Sliding Scale Fees: A reduced fee arrangement based on a review of the client’s overall 
income and ability to pay. 

 

ONLINE FIND A LAWYER SERVICE 

http://www.texasbar.com/findalawyer

	 VetLex     https://vetlex.org      Website offering resources to help veterans find pro bono legal assistance.
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