
GENERATOR SAFETY 
• Never run generators indoors. Use in a well ventilated space. 
• Never refuel your generator while it is running. To refuel, turn it off and let it cool 

down.  
• Don’t try to power your house by plugging the generator into a wall outlet 

(backfeeding). This is dangerous and presents a risk to utility workers trying to 
restore power.  

 
CONTAMINATED WATER 
We do not have reports of contaminated water, however, it is always a good idea to follow 
these protocols. 

• Water may be contaminated or a “boil water notice” may be in effect. Boil water 
for two full minutes making sure that it is a roiling boil.  

• Water can also be disinfected with household bleach. The bleach must contain 
chlorine in order to work.  

o Don’t use scented bleaches, color-safe bleaches, or bleaches with added 
cleaners.  

o Add 1/8 teaspoon (8 drops) of regular, unscented, liquid household bleach 
for each gallon of water (2 drops per liter), stir it well and let it stand for 30 
minutes before you use it.  

 
DOWNED POWER LINES 

• Stay clear of downed power lines. Don’t assume that they are not energized.  
• Never walk near a downed wire.  
• Stay away from anything in contact with the downed electrical line. 
• Drive around, not over a downed electrical line. Although the car offers you some 

protection, it is possible for the line to entangle on the underbody of your car. 
• Contact Bluebonnet Electric at 1-800-949-4414. 

 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

• You should assume that homes built before 1978 contain lead paint.  
• AVOID creating dust. Use low dust work practices (for example, mist surfaces 

with water before sanding or scraping)  
• Keep dust contained to immediate work area.  
• PROTECT yourself and others by wearing dual cartridge respirators. 
• Make sure you keep children away from your work area.  

 
ADDITIONAL SAFETY ISSUES: 

• Fire-weakened trees will become more prone to falling over as each day passes.  
• In addition to residents there will be utility repair workers and firefighters working 

in the area. Residents need to be aware that there will be more traffic on these 
narrow roads than is normal, which will increase the potential for vehicle 
accidents.  

• It is possible that there will be hotspots and small areas of active fire. 
• Get a tetanus shot if you have not had a booster in 10 years. 
• Leave immediately if you hear shifting or unusual noises that signal that the 

structure may fail or if you smell gas or suspect a leak.  


