
Notes from 10/20/2015 10:30am Press Conference 
 
• Judge Pape 

o The fire is now 80% contained. Still at 4,582 acres burned. 64 homes lost. 
o Qualified Residence Reentry plan effective immediately for displaced residents only. 
o At 11:30 this morning, media will be allowed to enter into affected areas accompanied 

by deputies. Media is instructed not to interfere with firefighters/workers or enter onto 
private property. At 5:00pm today, insurance agents/investigators will be allowed to 
enter. 

o Today’s theme is Assessment. Judge emphasized that this is not the day for cleanup as 
much as it is for a day to allow residents to grieve and assess their property. 

o Not announcing addresses of additional homes lost until residents have been personally 
notified. 

o Smithville ISD committed to providing transportation/assistance to school kids/parents 
affected by fire. 

o Those that have not already should register with BCLTR (Bastrop County Long Term 
Recovery). 

o Today’s 10:30 press conference and this evenings 5:00 town meeting will be our last. 
Beginning tomorrow a daily press conference will be held at 3:00pm at the Volunteer 
Resource Center located at 108 Main Street in Smithville until further notice. This is to 
allow the Recreation Center to get back to normal activities. 

o Estimated fire cost as of now for Bluebonnet assistance is $2.7 million. No estimation for 
what fire will cost the county. Will need further assessments. 

• Sheriff Pickering 
o Residents entering affected areas must show proof of residency. Bluebonnet can assist 

in getting residents a bill to use for identification. 
o Sheriff stressed that this is still an active fire area.  
o All agencies diligently working with everyone to ensure their safety in returning to burn 

area. 
o Law enforcement will still be maintaining security perimeters. 
o Residents will have to vouch for additional family members to enter burned area. 
o Notify 911/SO if residents return home to additional fire/hot spots. 

• Kate Johnston (Citizens Services/Support) 
o Citizens services are moving to Volunteer Resource Center located at 108 Main Street in 

Smithville. 
o Encouraging residents to come see what resources are available. 
o Reminder to register with BCLTR. 

• Commissioner Beckett 
o Reminded there are still dumpsters available for spoiled food items. No fire debris 

should be thrown in the dumpsters. Please remember to double bag all bags and 
carefully place them into the dumpsters. 

o Commissioner Beckett reminds residents to watch for trees that could fall. Trees that 
pose an immediate threat will be removed promptly if they have not already been. They 
are working on getting FEMA assistance for private property owners as well as volunteer 
organizations that are willing to help. 

o Posted speed limits are for ideal conditions. We are not in ideal conditions, please be 
cautious and drive slow when entering the affected areas. Watch for pedestrians, 
firefighters, and other workers in the area. 



• Mark Morales (Blue Team) 
o Normally would have needed additional time before allowing residents to reenter, 

however, due to the hard work of fire personnel he is happy that everyone is able to 
safely get back to their homes and properties. 

o The fire will stay around 80% contained over the next few days. Crews will get out into 
the area to assess the situation.  

o Mr. Morales would like to remind the community that this is still a dangerous situation. 
o Blue Team is working great with the multiple agencies that have come out. 
o The expected rainfall later this week will help to strengthen our resources. 
o Would like to thank the residents for their patience. Noted that citizens should be proud 

of the agencies that are assisting. 
• Will Holford (Bluebonnet) 

o The power is fully restored in all of the affected area. 
o There are approximately 1200 trees that are tagged with one orange tag. These trees 

will eventually come down but do not pose an immediate danger. 
o With the expected rainfall later this week, the loosened soil could cause some trees to 

fall. It is very important for residents to call 911 immediately if a tree falls onto a power 
line. 

o Should residents experience a power outage, they are asked to call 800-949-4414 and 
provide their name, contact info, and address. Residents should call this same number 
should they find a tree that is not tagged but poses a danger to power lines. 


